Fairy: (from offstage): How did you know where I was ?
Killjoy: This is Bermuda ! Everyone knows everyone’s business !
(Killjoy follows Fairy and exits downstage right. Blackout.)

Scene 2 - Village of Ensemble

(Full Stage set.)

(Enter Girl.)

Girl: Hello everyone! It's so lovely to see you all. Welcome to the village of
Ensemble. I'd love to introduce myself, but I don’t actually have a name. 1

live my life in the background, you see. But I bet you 've all got names and I'd
love to hear them. Boys and girls, after three, shout out your name as loud as
you can! Ready? One, two, three! (Encourage audience response.) How
wonderful! Now I know who everyone is....mind you, this is Bermuda, so I
probably already did ! Actually, would you lot like to be my
friends? (Encourage audience response.) Would you? (Encourage
audience response.) Oh, thank you! That makes me so happy! In fact, I
think I'll spontaneously burst into song!

(Song 1.)

(SFX: Fanfare followed by a horse whinny.)

(Enter Prince. He is horribly arrogant and does not look at Girl, but instead

stands heroically and looks at the audience.)

Prince: Isay! You there!

Girl: Oh, hello!

Prince: Were you singing just now?

Girl: Why yes, yes, I was!

Prince: Ah! Thank goodness. I thought someone was skinning a cat

Girl:  I'm sorry?

Prince: Apology accepted.

Girl:  Who exactly are you? I've not seen you in the village before.

Prince: My name is Prince Charmless and (slaps thigh) I'm looking for
adventure.

Girl:  Adventure? Well, you won't find it here.

Prince: What makes you say that? (Looks at Girl for the first time.) Holy
guacamole!

(SFX: Ping!)

(Prince quickly looks away.)

Girl: What was that?

Prince: What was what?

Girl: That noise.

Prince: What noise? (Looks at Girl again.)

(SFX: Ping!)

Girl: That noise!



Prince: I've absolutely no idea.
Girl: (Pause. Dryly.) Have you got a triangle in your pocket?

Prince: (Flustered.) Look, are you going to help me out or what? It’s been a
long and difficult journey to get here. I had a near death experience on the
way.

Girl: A near death experience? What happened?

Prince: Well, I got stuck behind a tourist on a rental scooter !

Girl: Say no more !

Prince: Now, [’ve only been here for 10 minutes and already four people have
asked me who my mother is....this is the village of Ensemble, isn’t it?

Girl: Yes, it is.

Prince: Then hurrah! (Slaps thigh.) I'm in the right place!

Girl: Why do you keep doing that?

Prince: Pins and needles. Just trying to get the circulation going. (Slaps thigh.)

Girl: Y ou should see a doctor.

Prince: Nonsense! Besides, (looks at Girl) a little stiffness never hurt anyone.

(SFX: Ping!)

Girl:  Just stop it.

Prince: I'm looking for Fairy Tales.

Girl:  Fairy Tales? Do you know her? Why, she’s the most generous, kind-
hearted woman in the world! Everyone loves Fairy Tales. Although we've

never actually spoken. Things like that don’t happen when you come from
Ensemble.

Prince: She’s been kidnapped.

Girl:  No!

Prince: Yes! (Producing a ransom note.) I've received a ransom note from the
evil villain Killjoy.

Girl:  No!

Prince: Yes! He's demanding The Magical Book of Pantomimes!

Girl:  No!

Prince: Yes! I'm not making this up, y'’know. But I don’t understand. What's so
magical about a book? Does it contain spells? Can it make people fly or
disappear? Can it reduce everyone’s Belco bills ?

Girl: It can do so much more than that! A book has the power to spark a
million imaginations!

Prince: Oh. Whatevs.

Girl:  I'm guessing you're not much of a reader.

Prince: I haven’t the time — I'm a twenty-four-seven hero.
Girl: 24/7 hero ?

Prince: Yes

Girl: So what was your most recent heroic act ?



Prince: I drove all the way down Front Street without getting caught in a traffic
jam !

Girl: He really is the chosen one !

Now, according to this note, Fairy Tales has hidden the book. If she doesn’t hand
it over by midnight tonight, Killjoy is going to kill zer. I must find the book
and save the day. (Strikes a heroic pose.)

(SFX: Horse whinny.)

Prince: Excuse me.

Girl:  But Killjoy has been trying to get his hands on that book for years! If he
succeeds, he'll destroy it — and all the pantomime stories around the world will
disappear forever!

Prince: Hurrah!

Girl:  What do you mean “hurrah™?

Prince: It means, simple background village girl, we've got ourselves a
plot! (Slaps thigh.)

Girl: Still nothing?

Prince: Nope. No feeling at all. Completely numb. Never mind, let’s get
cracking! Hurrah!

(Prince exits heroically.)

Girl: (To Audience.) Get cracking? I don’t normally get dialegae-any lines
to say !

Prince: (Offstage.) Come along, anonymous wench — hop aboard my noble
steed!

(SFX: Horse whinny.)

Girl: (To Audience.) Hurrah!

(Girl exits after Prince. Blackout. Curtain.)

Scene 3 - Outside the Village

(Front Cloth)

(Enter Dame Tilly Topps.)

Tilly:  Hello, dears! Hello boys and girls, hello mums and dads- and hello to
the gentleman in the third row who is already regretting agreeing to come
along ! Dame Tilly Topps here! Proprietor of the Panto Emporium — your
one-stop shop for all pantomime props.” Ere; do you like the-my lovely
dress? Doesn't it just scream ‘business woman’? I bought it online and it was
described as “figure hugging”- well it’s definitely hugging something !!! I've
not had the shop long. I started it with the money from my late husband’s
will. He was a frustrated composer when he met me. That only got
worse. He had a tragic end. That was part of the problem. He died when, in a
state of despair, he swallowed — swallowed — all eighty-eight keys of his

piano. He didn’t leave a note. So now I run the store with my son Billy. 1



