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RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR FAMOUS FOR 15 MINUTES 
 
The Rules 

1. The play must be between 10 and (no more than) 15 minutes in length when performed. 
2. No more than four actors/characters onstage, including offstage voices. 
3. All parts will be played by actors no younger than 14. 
4. No musicals.  
5. No helicopters! 
6. Basic box set design. 
7. Minimum set dressing and props. Stage Manager and Producer(s) have final decision on set 

pieces - size, appearance, number and design. 
8. The playwright must be a resident of Bermuda at the date of submission and final performance. 
9. Plays must be original and never previously performed, either in Bermuda or elsewhere. 
10. The use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) generators is strongly discouraged in the creation of any 

script submission. Failure to comply could result in the submission being ruled invalid. 
11. In respect to the above 3 items, the playwright will be required to confirm, in writing, that they 

are a Bermuda resident and that the play is original and has never previously performed, nor has 
AI been used to generate the play. A form will be sent via email when a submission is received 
for the playwright to confirm compliance for Rules 8-10. 

12. A maximum of two scripts may be submitted per playwright. However, only one script will be 
eligible for inclusion in the final six, if selected. If two are included in the final six, the playwright 
will choose which one will be performed and judged. 

13. Jointly written scripts may be submitted. However, each script will receive only one 
complimentary seat, and any cash prizes, gifts etc. will be shared equally between playwrights. 
All contributors will be acknowledged in publicity. 

14. Scripts shall be submitted in double-line spacing.  
15. If scripts are submitted in electronic form, no hard copy submission is necessary. Scripts should 

be submitted to famous@bmds.bm. 
16. Scripts will not be returned once submitted. 
17. Playwrights may submit scripts previously submitted, however rewrites are strongly 

recommended. 
18. The originally submitted script will be the script judged by the celebrity judge and not the final 

performance script, as this is a playwrighting competition. 
 

The Procedures 
1. A submission deadline for scripts will be set approximately 6-8 weeks prior to the performance 

date for the Festival. 
2. Submissions received after this date will not be accepted for consideration for the current 

Festival. The playwright will have to resubmit in subsequent years if they wish it to be 
considered. 

3. The scripts that have been received in accordance with 1. in this section will be considered by an 
independent and anonymous panel of judges on an anonymous basis (i.e. the script will have no 
identifying marks of the playwright when sent to the judges). 

4. The decision of the judges is final. 
5. No correspondence or enquiry in relation to the judges' decision will be entertained or entered 

into. 
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6. The six winning scripts will be performed by BMDS at Daylesford Theatre during the current 
annual Famous for Fifteen Minutes Playwriting Festival. 

7. The six winning playwrights shall be notified of the judges' decision as soon as possible. 
Playwrights should not make contact with BMDS, the producers or any person connected with 
the Festival prior to the decision being published. 

8. On a date to be announced a list of the successful playwrights will be published on the BMDS 
website and through social media. 

9. The winning scripts will be circulated to the six appointed directors who shall read the scripts 
and give each a score of 1-6 (with 1 being the highest score) as to their preference to direct. 

10. No playwright may influence any of the directors to direct their play. 
11. In the event of a tie the producers and any committee which the producers may form for this 

purpose will decide the allocation of plays to directors. 
12. The playwright and director shall meet and discuss the script as soon as it has been allocated. 

Such discussions will be collaborative with a view to casting, setting and technical requirements. 
13. The playwright should attend auditions and be on hand to assist the director in casting the play. 
14. The playwright may be asked to change the gender or ages of characters in their play to conform 

with those who have auditioned. 
15. The playwright shall be available to the director during rehearsals and shall deliver any re-writes 

to the director and producers on a timely basis. Final scripts will be delivered to the Stage 
Manager during the scheduled Paper Techs. 

16. Any discussion concerning the direction of the play shall be on a confidential basis with the 
director and producers. Under no circumstances is the playwright to direct or give 'notes' to the 
actors. 

17. The playwright will make themselves available at all times for media interviews, photographs, 
BMDS marketing and promotions. If the playwright is approached for interview other than 
through the production team, such approach must be referred to the producer(s)/publicity 
officer. 

18. The playwright must (unless exceptional circumstances prevail) attend the final night 
performance. 

19. A theatre professional will be in attendance for the Festival and shall make the award of the 
'Golden Inkwell' trophy to the playwright who in their opinion is the overall winner. 

20. The award will be made on the writing and NOT on the acting or production of the individual 
play. (The final winner will be chosen prior to any announcement of the final six) 

21. In addition to the 'Golden Inkwell' the overall winner shall receive a monetary prize. 
22. The winner shall have the award on 'loan' for a period of up to three months after which it shall 

be returned to the producer(s) for engraving. The trophy will then be on display at Daylesford 
and awarded in subsequent years. 
 

The Director 
1. The play must be no more than 15 minutes in length when performed. 
2. Calls for those members of BMDS who wish to apply to direct a play in this Festival will be made 

well in advance of the script deadline. 
3. The producers shall appoint directors from the pool of applicants or will make their own 

selection as appropriate. 
4. Directors will be provided with a copy of the six winning scripts to read from which each director 

will give each script a mark of between 1-6 (1 being the highest) by way of preference for the 
script they would like to direct. 
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5. The director will forward the marks to the producers who will then assess the scores of all the 
directors and allocate the scripts to the directors as appropriate. 

6. Having been allocated the script, the director will meet with the playwright to discuss casting, 
staging, setting and other technical issues. 

7. The director will attend the auditions and with the assistance of the playwright cast the play. 
8. The director will rehearse the play to performance standard, ready for the Dress Rehearsal and 

opening night performance. 
9. The playwright will be available to the director during rehearsals, to discuss potential 

amendments or enhancements to the script, as benefits the performance of the play. 
10. The director shall receive the rewrites from the playwright (if any) no fewer than two weeks 

prior to opening night, but absolutely by Paper Techs. 
11. Rehearsal space will be allocated to each play. Given space constraints at Daylesford this may 

mean that rehearsal space has to be used in rotation each night. Every effort will be made to 
have each play rehearse on the Daylesford stage prior to the Dress rehearsal. 

12. A director is free to find alternative rehearsal space. The producers will not be responsible for 
any additional costs of alternative space. 

13. The director will collaborate with the production team and take such steps as are necessary to 
bring the play on for performance. 

14. The director should be available to attend the final night performance. 
15. In the event of any problems experienced by the director during the preparations for the 

performance, the producers should be consulted. If the problem is not capable of resolution, the 
producers will liaise as necessary with the appropriate member(s) of the BMDS Executive. 
 

Ticket Allocation 
1. The playwright, director and producers shall receive a free ticket for the opening night 

performance. 
2. The playwright will receive one free ticket for the final night - Gala Night - and an option to 

purchase one additional ticket which will have been allocated to the playwright. If a play has 
more than one writer, only one complimentary ticket will be available, but additional seats can 
be allocated for purchase  

3. Two tickets for the final night - Gala Night - will be allocated to each of the directors, producers 
and trustees of the BMDS Charitable Trust. These tickets must be purchased. 

4. In the event that the playwright, director or producer does not take up their allocation of 
tickets, they are to notify the Box Office manager/Producer by a date specified at beginning of 
the production process, in order that the allocation can be released to the general public. 

 


